
Plane Storage and Transportation 
by Doug Blackmore 

 
These photos show how to build handy racks for storing and transporting planes. 
 

 
The Problem: too many planes, not enough garage. 

 

 
The Solution: build a rack on which to place the planes. 

 



 
I chose Rubbermaid's "Twin Track" system. It is made of steel, not rubber. It is 

very strong and the brackets are easily raised and lowered - no hammer required. 
 

 
Start by securing a rail to a stud using #12 screws. 

 



 
Attach a second rail to another stud making sure the 

tops of the rails are level with each other. 
 

 
The shelf brackets are easily installed by hand. 

 



 
The bracket on the Rubbermaid Twin Track system has no shelf retaining 

protrusion. This makes adaptation to model airplanes easy. 
 

 
Install pairs of brackets at matching heights. 

 



 
To protect the plane's wings, cover the brackets with pipe insulation. The 

insulation I chose is for 1/2" copper pipe. It is made of foam and has a 
handy slit along its length. 

 

 
The plane rests comfortably on the insulated brackets. In this case, in a 

slightly nose-down attitude. 
 



 
For added security, and to correct the slight nose-down attitude, you can 

hot-glue a Velcro strip to the bottom of each bracket. 
 

 
Use another Velcro strip across each wing to mate with the Velcro strip 

under each bracket. This holds the plane in place. 
 



 
I choose not to use the Velcro strips because I prefer the convenience of 

pulling an airplane off the rack without a lot of fiddling. 
  



 
I installed additional rails throughout my garage for winter storage. The planes 
are kept above my car, allowing me to park in the garage and avoid scraping 

snow and ice during the winter. 
 

 
I like the system so much that I installed some rails above my work area. This is 

especially useful during the finishing process, allowing me to rest the plane 
inverted without crushing the balsa against tools left on the work area. It also 
provides a handy shelf for my DVD player and speakers! The brackets can be 

removed conveniently when I don't need them. 



 
I adapted the Twin Track system to a transportation rack I built for my car. The obvious advantages to this 

system are that I can change the number of planes I carry, and adjust the vertical spacing between the 
planes. Sometimes it is necessary to remove a bracket while removing a plane in order to provide 

clearance. This is easily done with the Twin Track system. 
 

 
Some of the raw materials used to build the rack for the car include 1-1/2 inch ABS pipe. 

 



 
Don't bother with butterfly nuts; they are useless. The hole you 
have to drill is so big that the bolt is no longer secure vertically. 

 

 
Instead of using butterfly nuts, I drilled completely through the pipe and installed 

conventional nuts on long screws. I first glued a cap to the top of the pipe so that it 
wouldn't deform so much when tightening the nuts. 

 



 
Pipe insulation provides the necessary cushion for the planes. 


