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Summer Scale in Niagara Falls 
July 29, 2017 

 

 
L to R: Dave Kelly, Naomi Macklem, Chris Brownhill, Len Bourel, Keith Morgan, Mike McMahon 

 
Commentary by John McFayden: 
 
Pilots, crew, fans and judges gathered at Crowland Park in Niagara Falls early Saturday 
morning July 29th for the 2017 Balsa Beavers Summer Scale Event. The sky was a 
bright blue dotted with clouds and a steady breeze blowing away from downwind.  

Entry fees were collected, score sheets were prepared 
and the flight order was drawn. Judges Len Bourel and 
Keith Morgan situated themselves on the upwind side 
of the circle and flying began. First up was Mike 
McMahon with his Canadian Cold War era Avro CF-
100 Canuck.  

After spooling up the engines to max throttle the CF-
100 made a long graceful take-off and the contest was 
underway. The twin electric engines make a very 
unique sound and the model flies very smoothly. 

Next up was Dave Kelly with his beautiful Stuka JU 87 
dive bomber. The Stuka looks solid in the air and its 
silhouette is unmistakable. For realism in flight the 
Stuka is hard to beat. 

If biplanes are your thing Chris Brownhill’s Curtis Hawk in clad in bright early Navy 
colours caught your eye. Stable in the steady breeze the little Hawk looked graceful 
against the days blue sky. 
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More WWII heavy metal was up next with Naomi 
Macklem’s P-51 Mustang. The smooth steady rock-
solid model circled the field looking for the Stuka that 
had been sighted earlier. After searching high and low 
and finding no trace of the Stuka Naomi put on a short 
aerobatics demo that included a smooth-as-silk touch 
and go. Running low on fuel Naomi for her landing 
dropped the Mustang’s wheels firmly on the pavement 
right in front of the judges and left the tail wheel high 
and rolled on the mains. 

After the Mustang cleared the area of all enemy planes Mike McMahon rolled out his de 
Havilland Mosquito for a mission. Smoothly firing up the two engines Mike got to the 
handle and signaled take-off roll. A sudden gust of wind lifted the tail of the big bomber 
and the props touched the ground shutting down the engines. The engines were 

restarted and the model moved 
forward to a better position in 
relation to the wind and the 
Mossie made a long smooth take-
off. Following an otherwise 
flawless mission the Mosquito 
upon landing got into trouble and 
suffered a serious ground loop 
but sustained no long term 
damage. 
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The final profile entry was Chris Brownhill’s very experienced Yale. The Yale handles 
wind very well and today that was a handy trait. A throttle problem was encountered as 
Chris tried to slow the Yale down and with no solution found had to run the tank dry and 
make a text book dead-stick landing. 

There were a couple of re-flights made but no noteworthy events took place. 

 

Next up was Fun Scale. Mike McMahon flew the CF -100 and Naomi Macklem flew the 
P-51. The only new model to enter the circle was Chris Brownhill’s Gloster Gladiator. 
Like his Yale, the Gladiator is a very stable fling model. Fearless in the steady wind 
Chris pushed the throttle to the firewall and thrilled the crowd with a loop and ended his 
flight with an elegant tail-high rolling mains landing. 

 

With the flying completed the only work remaining was Static Judging. The pilots 
presented the judges with their documentation and waited for the final results. 

Thanks to Ron Peters for cutting the grass at the circle, to John McFayden for preparing 
the Score Sheets and Contest Certificates and to the judges Len Bourel and Keith 
Morgan. 
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FUN SCALE 
Champion: Mike McMahon 

 

 
Mike McMahon 

 

Fun Scale 

Pilot Model Score Place 

Mike McMahon Avro CF-100 
Canuck 

102.75 1st 

Chris Brownhill Gloster Gladiator 102.25 2nd 

Naomi Macklem P-51 Mustang 98 3rd 

Judges: Keith Morgan, Len Bourel 
 

      
 Chris Brownhill (2nd) Naomi Macklem (3rd) 
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PROFILE SCALE 
Champion: Mike McMahon 

 

 
Mike McMahon 

 

Profile Scale 

Pilot Model Score Place 

Mike McMahon Avro CF-100 Canuck 176 1st 

Dave Kelly Junkers Ju 87 Stuka 173.5 2nd 

Chris Brownhill Curtiss Hawk 170 3rd 

Chris Brownhill North American Yale 166.5 4th 

Mike McMahon de Havilland Mosquito 162.5 5th 

Naomi Macklem P-51 Mustang 158.5 6th 

Judges: Keith Morgan, Len Bourel 
 

      
 Dave Kelly (2nd) Chris Brownhill (3rd) 
 

 


