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Meeting Report - January 14, 2015 
Balsa Beavers Minutes of January 14, 2015 meeting. 

by Keith Morgan 

HELI-HULA NIGHT 

 

 

-Eleven people braved a cold but dry and calm evening to attend the BBMFC’s second annual mini 

helicopter event. 

- Chris Brownhill presided. 

- Keith Morgan moved that the minutes from December’s meeting should be accepted as presented. 

Chris Hubbard seconded the motion. No opposition. 

- The Treasurer’s Report from Naomi Macklem showed the club’s total cash assets as $2,579.81 total, 

minus $285.00 reserved for the Team Travel fund, leaving $2,294.81 balance. 

- Records show that only 17 members have paid their 2015 club dues. Chris Brownhill expressed concern 

about expenses for city permit fees and charges. 

- Chris Hubbard moved that the Treasurers report be accepted as presented. Paul Emmerson seconded 

the motion.  No opposition. 



3 

- Chris Brownhill announced the passing of Frank Anderson. Frank was a past BBMFC member and 

MAAC president. A card to be sent to Frank’s wife was circulated and signed with condolences. 

- The Goderich fun fly being promoted by Brad LaPointe was announced and discussed. 

- Due to the proximity of Pan Am Games activities to the flying circle during the T&D, Chris Brownhill will 

explore the possibility of a backup day at the Niagara circle, May 30/31. 

This concluded the official business of the evening. 

SHOW & TELL 

Bill Bowmer brought his Cox 0.49 originally from his childhood Cox Grasshopper ARF.   After the demise 

of the Grasshopper, Bills dad made a beautiful wire cage mount so the engine could be used in other 

planes. Now it needs a balsa GrassHopper replica to come full circle. 
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Jack Nagao has been busy experimenting with “Bottle Trick” canopies. Unusually, he used a propane 

torch to shrink the plastic. The results speak for themselves. Jack’s other project was making a 1/2A 

electric starter from an old style Black and Decker driver and a modern 9.6 v rechargable battery. This 

machine can spin a Cox TD 0.49 very fast. Quick starts assured! 

    

Chris Brownhill brought his Curtis Goshawk project. This Enterprise kit came from John Eastman’s 

vintage stash and dates from the 1960’s. Chris says the wood was decent but the plans are vague about 

the struts. A very different and interesting scale project. Chris will be flying it on three lines. 
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HELI- HULA Timed obstacle event. 

This fun event was held for the second time at the Balsa Beavers meeting of January 14, 2015. The goal 

is to fly a light-weight helicopter through a hula hoop, past a line, then back again and land in the 

designated square. The fastest time wins. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBkiZPp2FwI&feature=youtu.be 

I’m probably spelling his name wrong but Adriane Piekzes won the  junior class with his “Dizzy Fish” and 

proved that determination counts more than accuracy. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBkiZPp2FwI&feature=youtu.be
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Winner of the Open event was our esteemed web master Doug Blackmore, with a time of 28 seconds. 

Doug’s flights were controlled and masterly unlike (unnamed) other pilot’s.  

Keith Morgan wobbled to a second place finish while thoroughly testing the strength of the Hoop. 

Chris Hubbard collected third place by (eventually) completing the course. No time was recorded since 

the stop watch ran out of battery. 

A good time was had by all!  
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Meeting Report - February 11, 2015 
Minutes of the BBMFC February 11, 2015 Meeting 

Item Discussion Action 

Meeting opened  by President Chris Brownhill at 7:42 

pm 

 

Attendance  15 members and guests were present  

Minutes  Acceptance of the minutes of the 

January meeting were moved by 

Chris Hubbard and seconded by Paul 

Emmerson - carried 

Moved: Chris Hubbard 

Seconded: Paul Emmerson 

Carried 

Financial report  Chris reported that the Club’s 

coffers stand at $2,729.81 

 $285 of this is being held in trust 

for the FAI control-line team 

 

Membership  Chris reminded the members to 

renew their Club membership club – 

only 16 members are currently paid 

up for 2015.  There are also 3 life 

members and 2 honorary members 

 Members to renew 

membership/pay dues 

 

 

 

 

 It was suggested that Nancy Bruce 

(Brad Lapointe’s better half) be 

awarded honorary membership status  

 Chris Brownhill suggested 

that this matter be 

discussed at a future 

meeting. 

Club Business 

1,400 mile race at 

Brodak’s 

 Paul Smith is organizing a 1,400 mile 

sport race at Brodak’s – however, it 

is currently proposed to limit 

Canadian entries to three teams to 

“encourage” U.S. entries. 

 A brief discussion elicited 

the feeling that the 

proposed limit on Canadian 

entries was not popular.  

However, it was concluded 

that it was a non-Club event 

and that the rules were the 

responsibility of the 

organizer. 
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1/2A scale event  Modifications have been proposed to 

the Club’s 1/2A scale rules to 

accommodate electric-powered 

entries – one proposal was to include 

electric aircraft but exclude them 

from the trophies/standings.  On the 

one hand, electrics are the way of 

the future.  On the other is the 

belief that part of the challenge 

(leading to shared misery and 

camaraderie) of 1/2A events is 

derived from starting the 

temperamental engines and keeping 

them running. 

 Discussion of this item was 

deferred to a future 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Chris wondered if there was a 

consistent means of deciding if an 

electric motor was equivalent to a 

1/2A glow engine.  Possibilities 

include motor weight (eg. 1 oz), motor 

wattage/voltage, and motor 

diameter. 

 Chris requested Paul 

Emmerson to investigate the 

question of 1/2A equivalency 

in preparation for future 

discussion. 

 Chris put forward a suggestion to 

MAAC for a 1/2A Team Scale event 

where a novice and an experienced 

flier would be teamed – if both built 

the plane, either could fly – if one 

built the plane, the other had to fly 

it.  The intent behind this proposal 

was to promote Junior membership.  

Chris has not received a response 

from MAAC. 

 Discussion of this item was 

deferred to a future 

meeting. 

City of Toronto 

permits 

 Chris has not heard from the City of 

Toronto with respect to the cost of 

the 2015 field permit and whether or 

not the PanAm Games will affect Club 

activities and/or events. 

 

Adjournment 

  Adjournment of the business portion 

of the meeting  

Moved: Chris Hubbard 

Seconded: Jack Nagao 

Carried 

Special Feature 
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 Great Glider Gala  The annual “Great Glider Gala” was held.  Although a plethora (gaggle?) 

of gliders was arrayed on the temporary airfield (table), there did not 

seem to be enough pilots 

to occupy every cockpit.  

In the past, this event 

has been one of the 

most highly competitive 

Club contests 

 A number of Juniors and 

their parents (from Ted’s group) were present as has been the case the 

past several years. 

 Three classes were flown: 

o Junior – from the front take-off line 

o Novice (not Junior but lacking experience) – from the front 

take-off line 

o Open (not Junior and typically with experience ) 

 Each pilot was permitted five trial flights after the target was set up 

(Question: How many Club members does it take to set up a simple 

styrofoam target?  Answer:  all members present + 1. 

 Once the competition began, each pilot was permitted three flights 

with their best (closest to the centre of the target) counting for the 

awards. 

 There was a variety of flying styles and aircraft abilities – Juniors using 

a chair to get some initial elevation  – varying styles and extents of 

body English, contortions, grimaces and other facial expressions, planes 

that stalled or veered or dived or tucked under, planes that preferred 

to land under the table or hit the people marking the landing locations 

and planes that defied the odds by nose-diving short of the forward 

take-off line one flight only to achieve second place the next. Then 

there was Paul’s rendition of the Avro Arrow, complete with pointy nose 

to create an unmistakable impression on the target.  As usual, when the 

Arrow is mentioned, a history class ensues. 

 The eventual winners (the Novices required a fly-off to determine 2nd 

and 3rd places): 

o Junior 

 Adam Sobinski 

 Marian Gimla 

 Adrian Piekos 

o Novice 

 Miroslav Piekos 

 Marzelena Piekos 

 Iiona Stobinski 

o Open 

 Ted Smietana 

 Doug Blackmore 

 Jack Nagao 
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The winners were awarded suitably engraved certificates to 

commemorate their success and the Juniors also received kits. 

 

A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL!! 

 

Juniors 

1st Adam Sobinski    2nd Marian Gimla            3rd Adrian Piekos 

   
 

Novices 

1st Miroslav Piekos      2nd Marzelena Piekos  3rd Iiona Stobinski 

         
 

Open 

1st Ted Smietana              2nd Doug Blackmore       3rd Jack Nagao 
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Special Feature:  Back to the 3-views… 

In honour of 1/2A scale being featured in recent club discussion, here are a few designs which 

would maximize bonus points and the building challenge (multiple engines and wings)…. 

 
 
 

The Boulton Paul P.71A was a 6-7 seat “airliner” of which 

two examples were built and flown by Imperial Airways 

starting in 1935 – both had crashed by 1936.  An earlier 

version, the P.64, had squared-off wings and a single 

vertical control surface (this one has three) and was 

used as a mail-plane. 

 

 
 
 

The Boulton Baul P.75 Overstrand was a bomber used by 

the RAF between 1935 and mid-1938.  It was a 

development of the earlier Sidestrand and was only 

taken out of service when replaced with Blenheims.  If 

one prefers not to tackle the front turret (although it 

adds some character), the Sidestrand is an alternative.  

Note the vestigial “servo-rudder” extending aft from the 

main rudder.  To think that this design, trundling along at 

less than 150 mph, almost made it to WW2. 

 

 

The de Havilland D.H. 90 Dragonfly was a cousin of the 

D.H. 89 Dragon Rapide and D.H. 92 Dolphin, all powered 

by twin engines and possessing undeniable character but 

challenging-to-build, slim tapered wings.  A similar 4-

engine aircraft was the D.H. 86.  At least both wings are 

attached to the fuselage, eliminating (almost) alignment 

problems although prop clearance might be an issue. 
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The Curtis T-32 Condor came into service in 1933 and 

served in a number of countries in both civilian and 

military versions. 

 

 
 

For those seeking a real challenge, the Handley Page 

HP.42 had 4 engines (try to get those all running at once) 

and a biplane-configuration horizontal/vertical stab.  

Don’t flip the props on those upper engines too hard or 

you might end up with an impromptu monoplane.  That 

flag flying above the cockpit would be a unique touch. 

 

 

If you prefer a “business-like or purposeful” look (think 

Fairey Gannet or Republic “Warthog”) to classic beauty, 

the Handley Page Heyford might be your cup of tea.  At 

least there is lots of prop clearance and that “dustbin” 

ventral turret won’t be too hard to fabricate.  However, 

keeping that underslung wing in its proper place in a hard 

landing will be a structural challenge. 
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Meeting Report - March 11, 2015 
Minutes of the BBMFC March 11, 2015 Meeting 

Item Discussion Action 
Meeting called to 

order 

 by President Chris Brownhill at 7:35 

pm 

 

Attendance  12 members and guests were present 

 

 

Minutes  Acceptance of the minutes of the 

February 11, 2015 meeting was moved 

by Chris Hubbard and seconded by 

Gord Gimbert – carried 

 A “minor” error was noted with 

respect to the sport race being 

organized by Paul Smith for the 

Brodak event - the length of the race 

should read 1,400 laps (100 miles) 

instead of 1,400 miles. 

Financial report  Chris reported that the Club’s 

coffers stand at $2,803.72 - $285 

of this is being held in trust for the 

control-line team travel fund – net 

balance stands at $2518.71. 

 Acceptance of the Treasurer’s 

report was moved by Chris Brownhill 

and seconded by John McFayden - 

carried 

 
 

 

Membership  Chris reminded the members that 

club membership applications and 

dues were “due”. Paid (19) plus 

honorary (2) and lifetime (3) 

membership currently stands at 24.  

 

Club Business 

Events  Chris noted that the sport racing 

event being held at the Club’s 

Anniversary event in September will 

involve 500 laps. 

 

Members news  Victoria Anderson, widow of Frank 

Anderson, wrote a letter thanking 

the Club for the expression of 

sympathy and passing on some Club 

memorabilia. 
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Stunt competition 

rules and scoring  

 John McFayden led a discussion on 

the stunt rules and scoring used in 

Club events. 

 He started up by noting that 

originally, we ran stunt with the 

PAMPA (US)/MAAC scoring system – 

we then switched to the FAI system 

without the fudge (k) factor since 

this was in predominant use 

worldwide (outside North America). 

 US competitors have indicated they 

are not interested in competing in 

our events under the current set-up. 

 John proposed moving back to the 40 

points/maneuver system rather than 

10 points to maintain reasonable 

discrimination between competitors 

from a judging/scoring perspective.  

Also proposed were an 8-minute 

(rather than 7-minute) time limit and 

elimination of appearance points.  

Under the present system, the 

highest scores are unreasonably 

close to the lower scores, giving a 

potentially misleading impression with 

respect to the progress and 

achievement of developing fliers.   

Furthermore, a poor score on a high-

k maneuver has a large impact on the 

total score. 

 John McFayden moved acceptance of 

the following proposed changes: 

o 40 points/maneuver with no “k” 

factor 

o 8-minute time limit 

o no appearance points 

 Chris Brownhill seconded the motion 

– carried. 

 It was noted that this change is not 

in conflict with the MAAC rules. 

 The F2B trials will still be run with 

the FAI rules.  

 

Competition event 

proposals to promote 

new members 

 Chris and John McFayden had 

submitted proposals for 1/2A Scale 

and Old Time Stunt events to MAAC, 

in response to declining MAAC 
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membership and a related MAAC 

initiative to stimulate membership. 

 No response has yet been received 

from MAAC (after quite some time). 

1/2A multi-engine 

profile scale event 

 Chris has proposed rules for the 

event with the only point of 

discussion being the inclusion (or not) 

of electric-powered models. 

 Chris prefers an inclusive approach 

and proposed that we include electric 

motors on a trial basis. 

 Various points were raised for and 

against the proposal although the 

general consensus was to support 

Chris’ proposal with a proviso that 

glow-powered models have a bonus 

point advantage. 

 Chris moved that electric-powered 

models be included on a trial basis - 

Chris Hubbard seconded the motion – 

carried. 

 

 

 

 

Chris Brownhill to draft rules 

for the 1/2A multi-engine 

profile scale event for 

discussion at the April meeting. 

Building contest  Chris reminded everyone of the 

building contest (aka “beauty” 

contest) to be held at the April 

meeting. 

 

Show’n’tell 

Doug Blackmore’s 

Cessna 172 

 Doug showed his scale, full-

fuselage Cessna 172 which is 

currently under construction.  

This model is glow-engine 

powered and uses R/C control 

electronics.  ‘Free’ advice was 

provided to Doug on items such 

as the number of aileron servos, 

weight and balance, etc. 
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Chris Brownhill’s 

Curtis F11C Hawk 

 Starting with a cast-off part-

built “relic” provided by John 

Easton, Chris is completing this 

profile scale biplane model. 

 It is powered by an O.S. 25 and 

features a home-built fuel tank 

and 3-line control. 

 
Adjournment 

  There being no further 

business, adjournment of the 

business portion of the meeting 

was moved by Chris Hubbard and 

seconded by John McFayden – 

carried  

 

Special Feature - Bill Bowmer and cardboard as a model construction material 

 Bill demonstrated the use of cardboard as a primary model construction material in his partially-

built Hawker Hurricane based on plans by Chuck Felton, the magazine-published “guru” of 

cardboard model construction. 

 Advantages include low cost, speedy construction, 

and surprising durability. 

 Construction is based around a basic fuselage box.  

White-faced cardboard is used to provide a good 

start on a good finish.  The landing gear is mounted 

on a plywood plate.   

 White glue was used with epoxy around the engine 

compartment. 

 The cardboard is layered (“cross-grained” in many 

cases) in some parts of the model.  Gummed paper 

tape is used for edging.  Balsa is used sparingly 

where absolutely required for linear structural elements although yardsticks and spruce/pine 

trim could also be used. 

 Dope is used for painting/fuelproofing. 

 The cardboard is shaped with the assistance of “scoring’ imparted by a roller as used for 

window/door screen replacement. 

 Bill is investigating new sources of appropriate cardboard. 
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 The motive power is an elderly O.S. 0.49 (not 

0.049) 

 Chuck Felton has published quite a number of 

cardboard designs in Flying Models and has a 

website showing his models.  Bill distributed 

copies of Chuck’s  article on Chuck’s Percival 

Mew Gull for those interested in pursuing the 

approach. 

 A review of some Flying Models back issues 

revealed the following cardboard designs by 

Chuck Felton: 

o Curtis JN-4 Jenny – December 

2005 

o Caudron C.630 Simoun – April 2011 

o Cessna L-19 Bird Dog – May 2012 

o Douglas XSB2D-1 Destroyer – 

October 2008 

o Pilatus Porter PC-6 – January 2011 

o Dalotel DM-165 – September 2012 

o Ambrosini 207 – February 2013 

o Percival Mew Gull – January 2012 

o Piper Saratoga – May 2008 

This month’s 3-views  - “out of the rut” light planes 

 
 

  
 

 

SONEX Waiex 

JURCA SM-14 



19 

  



20 

Meeting Report - April 8, 2015 
Minutes of the BBMFC April 8, 2015 Meeting 

Item Discussion Action 
Meeting called to order  by President Chris Brownhill at 7:37 pm  

Attendance  24 members and guests were present  

Minutes  Acceptance of the minutes of the March 11, 

2015 meeting was moved by Bill Bowmer and 

seconded by Gord Gimbert – carried 

 

Financial report  Naomi reported that the Club’s coffers 

stand at $2,803.93 - $285 of this is being 

held in trust for the control-line team travel 

fund – net balance stands at $2518.99. 

 Acceptance of the Treasurer’s report was 

moved by Chris Brownhill and seconded by 

John McFayden - carried 

 

Membership  Naomi reminded the members that club 

membership applications and dues were 

“due”.  

 

Club Business  

 

John’s milestone  Chris advised the Members of John 

McFayden’s 60th birthday and presented him 

with a “suitable” card. 

 

 

 

Field permits  Chris advised the members that the daily 

field permit had been received from the 

City of Toronto with June 25th-July 1 being 

excluded due to the PanAm Games (don’t fly 

during that period) - the daily field permit 

fee was $20.  

 The contest permits will be received soon – 

the fees for the two contests will be 

increasing by $40 (total).  

Doug will post the 

excluded dates on 

the Club website. 

Chris will email the 

“regular” members 

1/2A multi-engine 

profile scale event 

 Chris reminded the members that the 

treatment of electric-powered models was 

still an open question.  He suggested that 

electric entries forfeit the bonus normally 

awarded for multiple engines.  The members 

generally agreed to this. 

 This event will be held on a Sunday morning 

a few weeks after the T&D 
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OS engines 

discontinued 

 Chris advised the members that OS had 

discontinued the LA range of engines.   Jack 

(AJ Hobbies) has advised that pistons and 

cylinder liners were still available but LA 

engines are difficult to come by. 

 

Adjournment 

  There being no further business, 

adjournment of the business portion of the 

meeting was moved by Len Bourel and 

seconded by Doug Blackmore.  

 

Special Features 

Building contest 

(aka “Beauty” contest) 

The results of the annual building Contest (insert fanfare here) were: 

 Open category (judged by popular vote): 

1st Gord Gimbert            2nd Jack Ngao            3rd Doug Blackmore 

   
 Junior category (judged by popular vote): 

1st Marian Gimla             2nd Adrien Piekos        3rd Marco Slabak 

           
 Ringmaster category (judged by independent panel consisting of Bill 

Bowmer and John Easton): 

  1st Paul Emmerson          2nd Naomi Macklem      3rd Adam Skibinski 

   
 

(Ted Smietana accepted the 3rd place award for Adam Skibinski)                                                
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  Free flight category (judged by popular vote): 

1st Gregory Midura         2nd Timothy Medura 
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Somewhat random       

3-views 

 This month, we will feature some “bizprops”  -  “bizjets” with 

attitude (and a whirly thingy) 

 

EADS Socata TBM                                   IBIS Ae 270 

  
 

Extra EA-500                                  Myasishchev Gzhel 

  
 

Pilatus PC-12                                        Piper Malibu Meridian 

  
 

  

 

Enjoy the summer’s flying! 

 

Fly safe! 

 

Come out and compete in the Club events! 
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Meeting Report - October 14, 2015 
Minutes of the BBMFC October 14, 2015 Meeting 

Item Discussion Action 
Meeting called to order  by President Chris Brownhill at 7:45 pm 

(following the last out of the Blue Jays win) 

 

Attendance  9 members and guests were present – 

including a prospective new member – Paul 

Carter 

 

Minutes  Acceptance of the minutes of the April 2015 

meeting was moved by Chris Brownhill and 

seconded by John McFayden – carried 

 

Financial report  Chris Brownhill presented Treasurer Naomi 

Macklem’s Report – the Club’s coffers stand 

at $2640.41 - $285 of this is being held in 

trust for the control-line team travel fund – 

net balance stands at $2,355.41 

 Acceptance of the Treasurer’s report was 

moved by Chris Hubbard and seconded by 

John McFayden – carried 

 Chris provided a thumbnail history of MAAC 

to place the team travel fund amount in the 

club treasury in context 

 

Club Business 

2015 contest recap  Limited stunt contest – attracted at least 5 

entrants and was considered a success in fair 

weather 

 T&D – one good day and one not so good (wet) 

day (despite what the combat fliers claimed) 

– also considered a success although cut 

short 

 Brodak – unbearably hot, wet, and windy – but 

worth attending at least once (information 

courtesy of Doug Blackmore) 

 Beanfield Grand Prix moved to August due to 

weather – turned out ok 

 Summer stunt contest – nice weather – well –

sort of nice compared to the other contests 

 SOCC - nice the first day – not so nice the 

second 

 F2B trials in Niagara Falls – generally nice 

 58th Anniversary Event/Ringmaster Flyathon 

– windy (no engines required for flight) – but 

various events fitted in – 135 Ringmaster 

flights were recorded by the Club although 
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the worldwide totals were not available yet - 

$285 was raised from entry fees/donations 

for the Weston-King Neighbourhood Centre 

Proposed 2016 contest 

schedule 

 John McFayden presented a proposed 

calendar for 2016 contests – he prefaced it 

by indicating that the number of events would 

be limited for any given day meaning that 

some events run previously would not be run 

in 2016. 

 June 4/5 – T&D  Saturday (sport race, 

profile and fun scale) Sunday (profile and 

MAAC stunt) 

 July 23 – in Niagara (scale event, limited 

stunt) 

 Aug 6/7 – SOCC – Saturday (sport race, old 

time stunt, balloon bust) Sunday (profile and 

MAAC stunt) 

 Aug 20 – in Niagara – summer stunt contest 

(profile and MAAC stunt) 

 Sept 24/25 – 59th Anniversary Event - 

Saturday (500 sport race, old-time and 

limited stunt) Sunday (make-up day) 

 October 1/2 – Ringmaster Flyathon 

To be finalized 

New lifetime 

memberships 

 John McFayden moved that Geoff Higgs be 

made a lifetime member – he has been flying 

since the mid-50’s but can no longer attend 

flying sessions or meetings – Chris Brownhill 

seconded the motion – carried 

 Chris Brownhill moved that Sharky Ngao also 

be made a lifetime member – he was involved 

in the early days of the club and helped out 

with contests and shows – Chris Hubbard 

seconded the motion - carried 

 

Field maintenance  Chris Brownhill and Chris Hubbard indicated 

that they had been looking at weed trimmers 

– suggested the club purchase a 48v model 

for approximately $200 

 Chris Hubbard reminded the club that the 

cracks in the circle are becoming critical – he 

noted that the cold patch used on some 

cracks last year was still in place 

Chris Brownhill will 

investigate prices 

Next meeting 

(November) 

 Club elections 

 Awards ceremony 

 

Coat drive  Various club members brought coats for the 

coat drive for the Weston-King 

Neighbourhood Centre 
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 A draw was held among the coat donors and 

Chris Hubbard won an original Goldberg 

Buster kit provided by Chris Brownhill, who 

noted that the leading edge pieces were 

actually still straight  

Adjournment 

  There being no further business, 

adjournment of the business portion of the 

meeting was moved by Chris Hubbard and 

seconded by John McFayden – carried  

 

Special Feature 

Assuming that there might still be someone interested in seeing 3-views of aircraft that fit a 

theme (no-one has suggested I cease and desist), I will continue where we left off in the spring. 

There have been various collections of “attractive” and “ugly” aircraft over the years.  The 

following are some aircraft that I consider “functional” or “business-like” aircraft – some might 

call them ugly (although no aircraft is truly ugly - well almost).  I happen to be drawn to such 

aircraft… 
 Fairey Gannet – a postwar British ASW 

aircraft – the AEW version was even more 
“functional” with its underslung radome 

 Short Seamew – another postwar 
British ASW aircraft – with fixed 
undercarriage no less (nice large 
wing and tail area – hmm…) 

 Antonov AN-2 “Colt” – a Russian 
biplane utility transport – many of 
these were built and quite a few are 
still flying 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 irey Barracuda – a British WW2 torpedo 
“bomber” 

 Republic A-10 Thunderbolt – it’s 
nickname “Warthog” hints at its 
“functional” appearance 

 And now for something completely 
UGLY (one of the “almost”) – the 
Italian Caproni Stipa “light” aircraft  
(Aren’t Italian aircraft, cars, etc. 
supposed to be attractive?) 
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Meeting Report - November 11, 2015 
Minutes of the BBMFC November 11, 2015 Meeting 

Item Discussion Action 
Meeting called to 

order 

 by President Chris Brownhill at 7:35 pm   

Attendance  14 members and guests were present   

Minutes  Acceptance of the minutes of the October 2015 

meeting was moved by Chris Hubbard and seconded by 

John McFayden – carried 

 

Financial report  Chris reported that the Club’s coffers stand at 

$2341.46 - $285 of this is being held in trust for the 

control-line team travel fund – net balance stands at 

$2,056.46. 

 Acceptance of the Treasurer’s report was moved by 

John McFayden and seconded by Chris Hubbard – 

carried 

 

Club Business 

December Meeting  The annual club Swap Shop will be held during the 

December meeting so bring anything related to our 

hobby that you don’t need – hopefully it/they will find 

a new home 

 

2016 Contest Calendar  Doug Blackmore has posted the tentative 2016 Contest 

Calendar on the website as presented during the 

October meeting.  The dates will be finalized following 

confirmation of Brad Egan’s schedule and the timing of 

contests in the U.S.  Finalization of dates will be 

followed by field permit applications for the contests.   

 Peter Hanson asked if an additional sport race could be 

scheduled during the season.  Chris reprised the 

reasons for the current schedule as discussed during 

the October meeting but left the idea on the table if 

it could be worked out. 

 Chris Brownhill mentioned that the process was 

underway to make arrangements for the 2016 control-

line world championships in Australia. 

 

2016 Field Permits  Chris Brownhill advised that he has submitted the 

annual field permit application. 

 

2016 Club Membership  Chris Brownhill mentioned that the club’s fiscal year 

ended October 31st and that 2016 club memberships 

can now be obtained for the same modest fee ($30) 

that has, for a number of years withstood the 

onslaught of time and inflation.  He also mentioned 

that MAAC memberships renewed now would be good 

for the 2016 season. 
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2015 Contest 

Season Awards 

 Chris Brownhill presented the awards for the 2015 season: 

 

 o Balsa Beaver Cup – Doug Blackmore 

 

 o 500 Lap Marathon – Doug 

Blackmore/Len Bourel 

(this trophy dates back to 1961) 

 

 o 500 Lap Marathon mugs 

 1st Doug Blackmore/Len Bourel 

 

  2nd Peter Hanson/ 

Steve Stefanovich 

 

  3rd Len Bourel/Doug 

Blackmore 
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 o Robert Kolaric Trophy (F2B trials) 

o Peter Hanson 

 

 o Most Improved Pilot 

  3rd Naomi Macklem 

 

  2nd  Paul Emmerson 

 

  1st Matt Pietkowski 
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 o BBMFC Life Memberships (as 

reported in the October minutes) 

 Geoff Higgs 

(accepted by John McFayden) 

 

  Sharky Ngao 

(accepted by Jack Ngao) 

 
 

Annual election for the 

Club Executive 

 Current executive: 

o President – Chris Brownhill 

o Vice President – John McFayden 

o Treasurer – Naomi Macklem 

o Secretary – Rob Pringle 

o Contest Coordinator – Chris Hubbard 

o Control-line rep – Len Bourel 

o Junior Rep – open 

 Doug Blackmore moved that the current executive be 

returned to office.  John Easton seconded the motion.  

Motion carried unanimously and in the absence of any 

pleas for clemency, the 2015 Executive was thereby 

sentenced to another term in office. 

 

Adjournment 

  There being no further business, adjournment of the 

business portion of the meeting was moved by Chris 

Hubbard and seconded by John McFayden – carried. 
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Special feature – Chris Hubbard on Model Rocketry 

  Chris Hubbard, accompanied by his wife and 

“team-mate”, gave a presentation on model 

rocketry: 

o Different types, tumble recovery, glider, 

parachute, R/C 

o Kits, scratch-built, RTF/ARF 

o Different motor sizes 1/2A (small) to K 

(large) – each successive letter doubles the 

thrust of the previous letter – different 

propellants – black powder, composite – also 

FX motors that produce smoke but no thrust 

o Multi-level certification (challenging exam) is 

required to launch rockets with larger-size 

motors  

o Various payloads are used – eg. locating 

beacon, parachute, telemetry device (to track 

altitude, speed, etc.) , camera, R/C equipment 

o Relationship between the centre of gravity 

and the centre of pressure is critical for 

successful flight (as in aircraft) 

o Chris described the launch sequence: 

1. Launch 

2. 1 or 2 thrust stages 

3. Delay 

4. tracking charge ignites 

5. ejection charge ignites 

6. descent 

o Typical contest events: egg launch (for fun), 

altitude, duration, parachute/streamer  

duration, spot (target) landing, speed 

- limitations on motor sizes, weight 

o It is also possible to have rocket-powered or 

“boost” gliders 
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Special feature – 3-views 

Given the growing popularity of old-time stunt, this month we have some candidate designs that 

are not often seen, primarily because they come from the UK. 

1. Like many British stunt and sport 

aircraft of that era, the Mercury 

Musketeer, a kit, came without landing 

gear, although I assume it would be 

acceptable to add same.  This model 

was designed for a 5cc motor (0.30 

cu.in.).  I am thinking about this design 

in “Sea Fury” livery. 
 

 2. A 1951 design by John Coasby, the 

Pagan has that old-time racer look 

although, unlike the Musketeer, it has 

landing gear.  It is flapless. 

 
3. The Ambassador was an award winning 

design for a 2.5cc (0.15 cu.in.) motor. 

 
4. The Stunt Queen was a national 

aerobatics wimmer in 1950.  This 

design, sized for a 5cc (0.30 cu.in.) 

motor, has unmistakeable stunt 

proportions. 

  

 
  

If anyone is interested, I have full-size plans for 
these and other UK old-time stunt designs. 
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Meeting Report - December 9, 2015 
Minutes of the BBMFC December 9, 2015 Meeting 

Item Discussion Action 
Meeting called to 

order 

 by President Chris Brownhill at 7:40 pm   

Attendance  18 members and guests were present   

Minutes  Acceptance of the minutes of the November 

2015 meeting was moved by Len Bourel and 

seconded by Stuart Henderson – carried 

 

Financial report  Chris reported that the Club’s coffers stand 

at $2886.94 - $285 of this is being held in 

trust for the control-line team travel fund – 

net balance stands at $2,601.94. 

 Acceptance of the Treasurer’s report was 

moved by Paul Emmerson and seconded by 

Gord Gimbert – carried 

 

Club Business 

Awards presentation  Chris presented several awards that could 

not be presented at the November meeting: 

 2014 T&D Grand Championship plaque to 

Len Bourel (late due to technical 

difficulties with the plaque). 

 

 

 

 

 3rd place for the Most Improved Pilot 

Award to Naomi Macklem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1st place certificate for the most 

Improved Pilot award to Matt Piatkowski 
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2016 World 

Championship team 

 Chris reminded the members that a Team 

Manager was still required. 

 

Flying circle upgrading 

at Centennial Park 

 Chris advised that Matt Piatkowski had 

approached the City to have the primary 

(paved) flying circle rehabilitated. 

 Chris noted that the Club has historically 

kept a low profile concerning having the 

circle upgraded by the City.  He reasoned 

that the circle is classed as a class “B” pad 

(needs maintenance) rather than a class “A” 

pad (good shape) and therefore involves only 

a minimal annual permit fee ($20) whereas 

upgrading could attract attention and 

warrant an increased annual permit fee. 

 Matt said he approached the City and was 

advised there was funding left after the Pan 

Am Games.  He asked for removal of the 

hard surface, compaction of the soil, and 

reinstatement of the hard surface.  He then 

circulated a status update.  Chris thanked 

Matt for his efforts.  Matt acknowledged 

that it would have been appropriate to seek 

direction from the Club before approaching 

the City. 

 Len noted that he was concerned over the 

lack of a perimeter fence.  Chris indicated 

that the City was reluctant to install a 

permanent fence to avoid conflicts with 

grass-cutting machinery.  The flying area is 

normally roped off by the Club for contests.  

The question of whether it should be fenced 

for everyday flying still remains.  Chris 

noted that there was a complex process to 

obtain clearance to install posts in the 

ground due to the potential for (but unlikely 

in this case) conflicts with underground 

utilities. 
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Other business  The following motion was moved by Doug 

Blackmore, seconded by Stuart Henderson 

and carried.: “In the spirit of the season, 
and on behalf of all Balsa Beavers members 
who so vote, I move that the members 
hereby show our thanks to the elected 
executive of our club for their exemplary 
service in this and past years, and declare 
our confidence in their leadership for the 
upcoming year.”  The members of the 

executive that were present thanked Doug 

and the club members for their support. 

 Len Bourel advised that Ross Melhuish had a 

large (65”) P-38 Lightning scale model that 

his wife had indicated they would like to 

donate to a club member.  This is a stand-off 

scale model covered in aluminum.  Chris 

provided some history on the model and 

suggested that if someone wanted to make a 

project of returning it to flying condition, it 

would be nice to provide Ross a video of it 

flying.  Matt Piatkowski indicated he was 

interested in bringing the model back to life 

and will make the appropriate arrangements 

with Len. 

 

Christmas lunch  Chris mentioned that the club was arranging 

a Christmas lunch for December 27th (a 

Sunday) at the Bull Pub and Grill on Eglinton 

Avenue (2800 Skymark Avenue) near the 

flying field.  He will email an invitation with 

details to all Club members and asked for 

RSVPs to finalize the reservation. 

 

Adjournment 

  There being no further business, 

adjournment of the business portion of the 

meeting was moved at 8:30 pm by Naomi 

Macklem and seconded by Chris Brownhill – 

carried. 

 The Club members present enjoyed 

Christmas goodies provided by Naomi 

Macklem, Doug Blackmore, and Chris 

Brownhill. 
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Special feature-swap-shop 

  The annual Christmas “swap-shop” was held 

and a number of items changed hands.  Len 

Bourel was able to score an O.S. Max .20 

motor, the same motor that powered the 

plane he learned to fly control-line with.  

Coincidentally, he had built a new model of 

this plane and was waiting for the right 

motor to strap onto it. (This story could be 

made into a Christmas movie called 

“Christmas Serendipity”)  

 

 

 

Special feature-another crop of 3-views – the last (for this year anyway) 

 

A couple of meetings ago, the almost-monthly 3-views featured aircraft that most might find 

“ugly” – if it can be said that any aircraft is truly “ugly”.  This month, we will have a look at some 

“attractive” aircraft – of course attractiveness is in the eye of the beholder ….  For many, the 

epitome of attractiveness would be the Supermarine Spitfire, perhaps the Mk IX, perhaps 

another version but – we will provisionally concede the title to the Spitfire and move on to other 

attractive aircraft although it is certain that there would be debate over the selections below 

(for example, by fans of the Beechcraft Staggerwing) – therefore a disclaimer that these 

choices are one person’s opinion only and are in no particular order. 

 

The Bucker Jungmeister – it has beautiful proportions, 
everything seems to fit together aesthetically, and it has two 

wings and a round engine – what more needs to be said? 

 

 
 

The de Havilland Mosquito – a personal favourite – a great 
combination of aesthetics, functionality, and performance – 
and oh the sound of twin Merlins.  Naomi Macklem tackled a 

1/2A scale version of this aircraft. 
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The current crop of executive aircraft seems to have taken 
aesthetics to a whole new level and the Adams A500 is no 

exception.  The 3-view does not do it justice – there is or was 
a great photo on the web of this aircraft, taxiing away from 
the viewer into the sunset, that shows its sculpted lines to 

better advantage. 

 

I think many will agree that the Hawker Fury/Hart/Hind family 
were attractive aircraft – the Fairey Fantome shown here 
added a few nice touches such as a faired-in radiator and 

wheel pants. 

 

The Italian aircraft industry has produced a number of 
aesthetically pleasing aircraft and the Bugatti R-100 racer is 

one of these. 

 
 

Jon Sharp’s racer, Nemesis, won awards for design excellence 
and dominated the Formula One races for a number of years.  

What you might call an “organic” design. 
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Racers seem to figure prominently among attractive aircraft 
since streamlining and aesthetics often go hand in hand.  This 

version of the Knight Twister is no exception. 

 

The BAE Jetstream (formerly produced by Scottish Aviation) is 
an attractive executive/military aircraft – again the 3-view 

does not do it justice – look for flying shots on the web. 

 

The Farnborough Kestrel is yet another of those aesthetically 
pleasing and well-proportioned executive aircraft, in this case 

the simple lines are just right. 

 
 

The various components of the Hawker Sea Fury seem to 
belong together and strike a harmonious balance.  Not to 

mention its performance and longevity – at least one may still 
be racing in the Unlimited class. 
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“Time Flies”, the Hawks HM-1 has an elegant simplicity of line, 
enhanced by the inset canopy, the continuity of the fuselage 

lines, and curves in all the right places. 

 

Many jets, particularly the earlier ones, can be considered 
attractive, in part due to the streamlining.  I have bypassed 

jets primarily since they are more difficult to model, but I just 
had to slip in the Grumman Intruder, to my mind a very 

attractive aircraft. 

 

On many passenger aircraft, the engines look like they were 
stuck on as afterthoughts but those on the de Havilland Sea 

Heron look like they belong there.  A classic design that is still 
in use – there is (or maybe was) one of these in the Queen’s 

Flight AFAIK. 

 
 

I had to throw in at least one WW1 aircraft and chose the 
Halberstadt CI.II, although the Nieuport 24 and the Sopwith 

Pup were in the running as well.  Nice lines for an early 
biplane. 

 

 


