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Meeting Report - January 14, 2015 
Balsa Beavers Minutes of January 14, 2015 meeting. 

by Keith Morgan 

HELI-HULA NIGHT 

 

 

-Eleven people braved a cold but dry and calm evening to attend ǘƘŜ ..aC/Ωǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ mini 

helicopter event. 

- Chris Brownhill presided. 

- Keith Morgan ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ 

Chris Hubbard seconded the motion. No opposition. 

- ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ bŀƻƳƛ aŀŎƪƭŜƳ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŎŀǎƘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀǎ $2,579.81 total, 

minus $285.00 reserved for the Team Travel fund, leaving $2,294.81 balance. 

- Records show that only 17 members have paid their 2015 club dues. Chris Brownhill expressed concern 

about expenses for city permit fees and charges. 

- Chris Hubbard moved that the Treasurers report be accepted as presented. Paul Emmerson seconded 

the motion.  No opposition. 
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- Chris Brownhill announced the passing of Frank Anderson. Frank was a past BBMFC member and 

a!!/ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ ! ŎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ CǊŀƴƪΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ was circulated and signed with condolences. 

- The Goderich fun fly being promoted by Brad LaPointe was announced and discussed. 

- Due to the proximity of Pan Am Games activities to the flying circle during the T&D, Chris Brownhill will 

explore the possibility of a backup day at the Niagara circle, May 30/31. 

This concluded the official business of the evening. 

SHOW & TELL 

Bill Bowmer brought his Cox 0.49 originally from his childhood Cox Grasshopper ARF.   After the demise 

of the Grasshopper, Bills dad made a beautiful wire cage mount so the engine could be used in other 

planes. Now it needs a balsa GrassHopper replica to come full circle. 
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WŀŎƪ bŀƎŀƻ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōǳǎȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ά.ƻǘǘƭŜ ¢ǊƛŎƪέ ŎŀƴƻǇƛŜǎΦ Unusually, he used a propane 

torch to shrink the plastic. The results speak for themselves. WŀŎƪΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ мκн! 

electric starter from an old style Black and Decker driver and a modern 9.6 v rechargable battery. This 

machine can spin a Cox TD 0.49 very fast. Quick starts assured! 

    

Chris Brownhill brought his Curtis Goshawk project. This Enterprise kit ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴ 9ŀǎǘƳŀƴΩǎ 

ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ ǎǘŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΦ Chris says the wood was decent but the plans are vague about 

the struts. A very different and interesting scale project. Chris will be flying it on three lines. 
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HELI- HULA Timed obstacle event. 

This fun event was held for the second time at the Balsa Beavers meeting of January 14, 2015. The goal 

is to fly a light-weight helicopter through a hula hoop, past a line, then back again and land in the 

designated square. The fastest time wins. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBkiZPp2FwI&feature=youtu.be 

LΩƳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ōǳǘ !ŘǊƛŀƴŜ tƛŜƪȊŜǎ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ  ƧǳƴƛƻǊ Ŏƭŀss with Ƙƛǎ ά5ƛȊȊȅ CƛǎƘέ ŀƴŘ 

proved that determination counts more than accuracy. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBkiZPp2FwI&feature=youtu.be
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Winner of the Open event was our esteemed web master Doug Blackmore, with a time of 28 seconds. 

5ƻǳƎΩǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊƭȅ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ όǳƴƴŀƳŜŘύ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎΦ  

Keith Morgan wobbled to a second place finish while thoroughly testing the strength of the Hoop. 

Chris Hubbard collected third place by (eventually) completing the course. No time was recorded since 

the stop watch ran out of battery. 

A good time was had by all!  
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Meeting Report - February 11, 2015 
Minutes of the BBMFC February 11, 2015 Meeting  

Item  Discussion Action  

Meeting opened  ¶ by President Chris Brownhill at 7:42 

pm 

 

Attendance  ¶ 15 members and guests were present   

Minutes  ¶ Acceptance of the minutes of the 

January meeting were moved by 

Chris Hubbard and seconded by Paul 

Emmerson - carried  

Moved: Chris Hubbard  

Seconded: Paul Emmerson 

Carried  

Financial report  ¶ Chris reported that the Clubõs 

coffers stand at $2,729.81  

¶ $285 of this is being held in trust 

for the FAI control -line team  

 

Membership  ¶ Chris reminded the members to 

renew their Club membership club ð 

only 16 members are currently paid 

up for 2015.  There are a lso 3 life 

members and 2 honorary members  

¶ Members to renew 

membership/pay dues  

 

 

 

 

¶ It was suggested that Nancy Bruce 

(Brad Lapointeõs better half) be 

awarded honorary membership status  

¶ Chris Brownhill suggested 

that this matter be 

discussed at a future 

meeting.  

Club Business 

1,400 mile race at 

Brodakõs 

¶ Paul Smith is organizing a 1,400 mile 

sport race at Brodakõs ð however, it 

is currently proposed to limit 

Canadian entries to three teams to 

òencourageó U.S. entries. 

¶ A brief discussion elicited 

the feeling that the 

proposed limit on Canadian 

entries was not popular.  

However, it was concluded 

that it was a non -Club event 

and that the rules were the 

responsibility of the 

organizer.  
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1/2A scale event  ¶ Modifications have been proposed to 

the Clubõs 1/2A scale rules to 

accommodate electric -powered 

entries ð one proposal was to include 

electric aircraft but exclude them 

from the trophies/standings.  On the 

one hand, electrics are the way of 

the future.  On the other is the 

belief that part of the challenge 

(leading to shared misery and 

camaraderie) of 1/2A events is 

derived from starting the 

temperamental engines and keeping 

them running.  

¶ Discussion of this item was 

deferred to a future 

meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Chris wondered if there was a 

consistent means of deciding if an 

electric motor was equivalent to a 

1/2A glow engine.  Possibilities 

include motor weight (eg. 1 oz), motor 

wattage/voltage, and motor 

diameter.  

¶ Chris requested Paul 

Emmerson to investigate the 

question of 1/2A equivalency 

in preparation for future 

discussion. 

¶ Chris put forward a suggestion to 

MAAC for a 1/2A Team Scale event 

where a novice and an experienced 

flier would be teamed ð if both built 

the plane, either could fly ð if one 

built the plane, the other had to fly 

it.  The intent behin d this proposal 

was to promote Junior membership.  

Chris has not received a response 

from MAAC.  

¶ Discussion of this item was 

deferred to a future 

meeting.  

City of Toronto 

permits  

¶ Chris has not heard from the City of 

Toronto with respect to the cost of 

the 2015 field permit and whether or 

not the PanAm Games will affect Club 

activities and/or events.  

 

Adjournment  

 ¶ Adjournment of the business portion 

of the meeting  

Moved: Chris Hubbard  

Seconded: Jack Nagao  

Carried  

Special Feature  
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¶ Great Glider Gala  ¶ The annual òGreat Glider Galaó was held.  Although a plethora (gaggle?) 

of gliders was arrayed on the temporary airfield (table), there did not 

seem to be enough pilots 

to occupy every cockpit.  

In the past, this event 

has been one of the 

most highly competiti ve 

Club contests  

¶ A number of Juniors and 

their parents (from Tedõs group) were present as has been the case the 

past several years.  

¶ Three classes were flown:  

o Junior ð from the front take -off line  

o Novice (not Junior but lacking experience) ð from the front  

take -off line  

o Open (not Junior and typically with experience )  

¶ Each pilot was permitted five trial flights after the target was set up 

(Question: How many Club members does it take to set up a simple 

styrofoam target?  Answer:  all members present + 1.  

¶ Once the competition began, each pilot was permitted three flights 

with their best (closest to the centre of the target) counting for the 

awards. 

¶ There was a variety of flying styles and aircraft abilities ð Juniors using 

a chair to get some initial elevatio n  ð varying styles and extents of 

body English, contortions, grimaces and other facial expressions, planes 

that stalled or veered or dived or tucked under, planes that preferred 

to land under the table or hit the people marking the landing locations 

and planes that defied the odds by nose -diving short of the forward 

take -off line one flight only to achieve second place the next. Then 

there was Paulõs rendition of the Avro Arrow, complete with pointy nose 

to create an unmistakable impression on the target.  As usual, when the 

Arrow is mentioned, a history class ensues.  

¶ The eventual winners (the Novices required a fly -off to determine 2 nd 

and 3rd  places): 

o Junior  

Á Adam Sobinski  

Á Marian Gimla 

Á Adrian Piekos  

o Novice 

Á Miroslav Piekos  

Á Marzelena Piekos 

Á Iiona Stobinski  

o Open 

Á Ted Smietana  

Á Doug Blackmore 

Á Jack Nagao  
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The winners were awarded suitably engraved certificates to 

commemorate their success and the Juniors also received kits.  

 

A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL!!  

 

Juniors  

1st  Adam Sobinski    2 nd Marian Gimla            3 r d Adrian Piekos  

   
 

Novices 

1st  Miroslav Piekos      2 nd Marzelena Piekos  3 rd  Iiona Stobinski  

         
 

Open 

1st  Ted Smietana              2 nd Doug Blackmore       3 rd  Jack Nagao  
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